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The terms were now to be reduced to proper form, and Me-
lina was considering with what pieces he would first entice the
public, when a courier riding up informed the Stallmeister, that
his lord and lady were at hand; on which the latter ordered out
his hoises.

In a short time after this, the coach with its masses of lug-
gage rolled in; two servants sprang down from the coach-box
before the inn; and Philina, according to her custom, foremost
in the way of novelties, placed herself within the door.

" Who are you ?" said the Countess entering the house.

" An actress, at your Excellency's service," was the answer;
while the cheat, with a most innocent air, and looks of great
humility, courtesied, and kissed the lady's gown.

The Count, on seeing sgme other persons standing round, who
also signified that they were players, inquired about the strength
of their company, their last place of residence, their manager.
"Had they but been Frenchmen," said he to his lady, "we might
have treated the Prince with an unexpected enjoyment, and enter-
tained him with his favourite pastime at our house."

" And could we not," said the Countess, " get these people,
though unluckily they are but Germans, to exhibit with us at the
Castle, while the Prince stays there ? Without doubt, they have
some degree of skill. A large party can never be so well amused
with anything as with a theatre; besides the Baron would assist
them."

So speaking they went up-stairs; and Melina presented him-
self above, as manager. " Call your folk together," said the
Count, "and place them before me, that I may see what is in
them. I must also have the list of pieces you profess to act."

Melina, with a low bow, hastened from the room, and soon
returned with his actors. They advanced in promiscuous succes-
sion ; some, out of too great anxiety to please, introduced them-
selves in a rather sorry style; the others, not much better, by
assuming an air of unconcern. Philina showed the deepest rever-
ence to the Countess, who behaved with extreme graciousness
and condescension; the Count, in the mean time, was mustering
the rest. He questioned each about his special province of act-
ing ; and signified to Melina, that he must rigorously keep them
to their several provinces; a precept which the manager received
with the greatest devotion.

The Count then stated to each in particular what he ought